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Total Coliform Bacteria Test

Dechlorination of Water Samples

Water samples containing chlorine (like tap water) tend to
suppress the growth of coliform bacteria when used with this
test. A Sterile Water Sampling Bag containing a de-
chlorinating agent is provided to collect the sample and
neutralize any chlorine which may be present. This treatment
is only necessary for water samples that may contain chlorine.
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Procedure

Run the test for a quick screening test to determine if coliform
bacteria are present in numbers greater or less than 20
colonies/100mL of water.
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Coliform Test Disposal Procedure

Remove the cap and add approximately 1 mL (1/3 tsp or 20
drops) of household chlorine bleach and immediately recap.
Let the tube stand upright for about 4 hours. Dispose of the
closed tube in the trash. Do not open the tube.
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